42                      SHORT STORIES

u Why, brother, when did I say that you are a
descendant of Jain people ? You are angry without
cause. Pray sit down." Thirumalarya sat down.
The Pandit proceeded: " Your Highness, the
matter in question today undoubtedly requires
further consideration at your gracious hands. Apart
from the request that these petitioners are making
there are other reasons rendering this necessary.
It would appear that in the intensity of their grief
at losing property some Srivaishnava subjects
of your Highness got hold of the prefect Butchanna
alone one evening some days ago and assaulted
him. I did not know that this quarrel about
property would be carried to these lengths."

The leader of the petitioners addressed the
King: uSire, we are none of us people to assault
any one. Some of our young people did say that
they would catch the prefect and beat him and
so on and so forth. We elders heard of this and
put them down. Some days later the prefect was
assaulted. If we may submit the truth to your
Highness, the fact is that our prefect's character
is not too good. There is talk that he violated
the honour of some household women. It .would
appear that their people assaulted him. Merely
because, in an access of bravado, our boys say they
would assault the prefect, are we to conclude that